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The Big Picture

RELIGION & DISASTER RELIEF

Congregations and Faith-Based Organizations
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For source information, please visit FaithFacts.com/MediaCenter

In 2017 alone the U.S. incurred $300 billion in damages by disasters 

States and local authorities generally responsible 

If federal aid is needed, the President can issue a 
National Emergency or Major Disaster declaration

 FEMA is responsible for coordinating the federal response

The Religion Factor

FEMA pulls in various 
other federal agencies 
depending on the need  

About half of NVOAD’s organizations are faith-based  

About 75% of NVOAD’s e�orts are carried out by faith-based 
organizations  

A Snapshot of 2017  

Nearly 1/3 of all U.S. households donated to disaster relief e�orts in 
faith-based 2017 and 2018 via a religious organization 

Hurricanes Harvey, Maria and Irma and California wildfires resulted in unprecedented 
damage Just a few of the larger faith-based disaster relief organizations spent a combined\ 

total of $446 million on U.S. e�orts  

Does not count the hundreds of mil-
lions in aid sent overseas every year 

through individual small donations 
collected at houses of worship    

Have an existing network 
for communicating warnings 
and evacuation instructions 

They provide meals, water, shelter, medical supplies, 
counseling and spiritual support.  

Have an expansive 
volunteer network that 
can be readily engaged  

Have experience working  
with vulnerable populations    

Can immediately open 
a vast array of on-site 

facilities, that can be used 
for disaster assistance

Catholic Charities alone 
spent  $137 million in the 

U.S. on disaster relief   

Salvation Army spent   
$102 million in the U.S. 

on disaster relief   

In 2017, there were 16 
National Emergency 
and 56 Major Disaster 
declarations issued    

The National Response Framework and the 
National Disaster Response Framework the 
are guides for FEMA’s interagency work   

National Voluntary Organizations Active 
in Disaster (NVOAD) is a coalition of over 
70 organizations that coordinate e�orts   
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FEMA is responsible for coordinating the federal response
o FEMA pulls in various other federal agencies depending on the need, 

https://www.climate.gov/news-features/blogs/beyond-data/2017-us-billion-dollar-weather-and-climate-disasters-historic-year
https://www.fema.gov/emergency-managers/national-preparedness/frameworks/response
https://www.fema.gov/emergency-managers/national-preparedness/frameworks/response
https://www.fema.gov/emergency-managers/national-preparedness/frameworks/response
https://www.fema.gov/emergency-managers/national-preparedness/frameworks/response
https://www.fema.gov/emergency-managers/national-preparedness/frameworks/response
https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/publication/100747/disaster_reporting_in_the_united_states.pdf
https://www.nvoad.org/voad-members/
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/red-alert-politics/faith-based-groups-leading-americas-disaster-relief-efforts
https://www.issuelab.org/resources/34757/34757.pdf
https://www.philanthropyroundtable.org/philanthropy-magazine/less-god-less-giving
https://files.catholiccharitiesusa.org/files/Catholic-Charities-USA-Consolidated-AFS-J1615-FINAL-S-v1_0.pdf?mtime=20170118142843
https://s3.amazonaws.com/usn-cache.salvationarmy.org/1db7f7a7-a19a-478f-9cb1-df5fc3c7d186_SAL_hurricane_anniversary_booklet_9_10_18.pdf
https://sites.duke.edu/ihss/files/2011/12/Faith-Based_DeskStudyFinalReport_3-16-10.pdf
https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2009-08917-009



